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August 4, 2016 
 

Eugene Area Celebrates National Farmers Market Week 
 
National Farmers Market Week is being celebrated nationwide August 7-13, to recognize the 
positive impact farmers markets have on our local communities. These markets provide more 
than just fresh produce and friendly farmers. Farmers markets also give back to the 
community in a variety of ways. 
 
Angela Norman, market director of the Lane County Farmers Market, said, “It’s the best 
place to be in Eugene. Buying your weekly produce is something to look forward to, not 
just something to check off your to-do list.” 
 
Farmers markets support small businesses by serving as an incubator where new farmers and 
food artisans can test products and grow their business without the initial costs of a store or 
farm stand. Marie Pickett, market manager of Veneta’s Downtown Farmers’ Market, noted 
“Our mission of local food to local residents has evolved over nine years, incubating and 
elevating farmers to a larger consumer audience. The marketplace impacts the community 
weekly and is a welcome wagon of farmers, bakers, artists, musicians, service organizations, 
and a child’s produce-purchasing program.” 

 
Farmers markets also help those in need in our communities. The new Double Up Food 
Bucks program is allowing low-income shoppers at several famers markets in the Eugene 
area to purchase more fresh fruits and vegetables. At the Lane County Farmers Market, 
SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) sales in July of 2016 alone were 
$20,000 compared to a total of $60,000 in SNAP sales during the entire 2015 market 
season. Much of the increase is due to new shoppers using their SNAP benefits at the 
farmers market because of Double Up Food Bucks. 
 
Markets often donate excess produce to area food pantries or food banks. Jen Anonia of 
FOOD for Lane County discussed the benefits that their Youth Farm stands provide, 
“We serve a vital need by selling produce at two farm stands located in a food desert in 
North Springfield, and we donate most of the produce we grow directly to FOOD for 
Lane County. We also hire local teenagers, most of whom are low-income, who gain 
valuable leadership, life skills and work experience.” 
 
Farmers markets are community spaces that foster interactions between neighbors, 
farmers and people of different backgrounds. A study conducted by Partners for Livable 
Communities found that 28% of respondents surveyed about public markets said the 
greatest benefit of the market to the community is that it “Brings people together.”  
 
A critical decision is coming up later this year that will determine the location of a 
permanent and expanded site for the Lane County Farmers Market. The Eugene City 
Council and Lane County Board of Commissioners are discussing where to locate new 
public buildings and services in the civic core of downtown Eugene, plus the siting of the 
farmers market. Market director Angela Norman said, “We’re very encouraged by the 
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work we’re doing with the City of Eugene and Lane County to ensure an expanded 
farmers market in the heart of downtown, right where Eugene’s first producers market 
took root 100 years ago.” Community members can voice their opinions about the market 
site by attending relevant public meetings, and visiting lanecountyfarmersmarket.org. 
 
Local farmers markets are celebrating National Farmers Market Week with a variety of 
activities. The Lane County Farmers Market will provide the first 50 shoppers at the market 
info booth on Saturday, August 13 with a $15 gift card to the farm store Wilco. There will 
also be a free children’s activity at the Thursday farmers market on the morning of August 
11, where kids of all ages can create vegetable artwork. Both activities take place at 8th 
Avenue and Oak Street in Eugene. 
 

 
 
 
Contact: Laura Keir, Public Outreach Coordinator 

Lane County Farmers Market  
(541) 431-4923  
Laura@LaneCountyFarmersMarket.org  

 
 
 
 
 


